ASA Statistical Consulting Section 

Section Business Meeting

Tuesday, August 5, 2003, 5:30 – 7:00 PM.

Carmel Room, Hilton Hotel, San Francisco, CA

5:30-6:30pm Business Meeting

6:30-7:00pm Mixer

1. Chair’s Report 

a. Matilde Sanchez called the business meeting to order.  

b. She thanked Genentech for sponsoring the mixer.

2. Secretary/Treasurer Report

a. Stuart Gansky distributed minutes from the 2002 business meeting. Chris Gullion moved to approve the minutes, Loveday Conquest seconded and they were approved unanimously by voice vote.  

b. He presented the 2003 financial report noting that we have successfully spent down our large balance; annual expenses are almost in line with annual revenues.  He noted that net revenue from new proceedings has dropped from $400-800 per year to a net loss of $27 due to the new CD (ProCDings) format.  The Section needs to consider reducing costs associated with the newsletter.  He thanked Genentech and Dr. David Giltinan for their generous support of this year’s mixer.

3. JSM 2003 Program Report

a. David Daniel thanked those who helped organize and participate in this year’s program: 3 invited sessions, 3 topic contributed sessions, 1 contributed poster session and 1 contributed paper session, as well as 1 topic contributed panel cosponsored with Statistics in the Enrivronment.  He reported that attendance has been excellent: Data Mining in Statistical Consulting ~60, Working with clients beyond statistics - Full, Expert witnesses bridging quantitative literacy gap ~120.  Upcoming: Data-based improvement of statistical practice, State of free statistical software, Statistics in industry – using data to improve management decisions.   

b. Travel awards of $500 for organizing special topic contributed sessions were given to Karen Copeland, Harry Dean Johnson, and Daniel Thorpe.  

c. Shirlene Pearson organized the Roundtable Lunch Discussions – 1 Monday and 1 Tuesday each sold out (Wednesday’s was cancelled due to low pre-registration).   

d. Matilde thanked David and Shirlene for their hard work and a successful program.

4. JSM 2004 Program Report 

a. Shirlene Pearson reported that there are invited sessions planned for next year: Linda Young – Consulting in academic departments; Charles Mann – Statistics in the courtroom, + 1 other TBA

b. Again, up to 3 Travel Awards will be given for organizing topic contributed sessions – 1 of which may be for a graduate student and his/her advisor.  A session should have 4 speakers + a discussant or 5 speakers.

c. Sue McGorray (Univ Florida) will be JSM 2005 Program Chair and will organize Roundtable Lunch Discussions in 2004.

5. Nominations Committee Report

Past Chair Barbara Mann announced 3 open positions (ie 6 nominees) need to be filled: Chair, Council of Sections Representative, and Executive At-Large.  Contact him by mid-September.

6. Other officers

Jim Colaianne (At-Large), Tom Loughin (At-Large), Tim Max (At-Large), Harold Dyck (At-Large Elect), Elaine Allen (Webmaster and Tresaurer-Elect), Uwe Koehn (Publications Officer) and Jane Pendergast (Chair-Elect) were introduced.

7. Newsletter Report

Chris Gullion will be stepping down as newsletter editor.  The new newsletter editor will be Tzu-Cheg Kao.  Matilde thanked Chris for her service as editor for many years.

8. Website Report

Elaine Allen will be stepping down as webmaster and Chuck Kincaid will be the new webmaster.  Matilde thanked Elaine for her multi-year service in this capacity.

9. Charter Report

Elaine Allen reported that ASA has reviewed our Charter and noted that some minor modifications are needed.  Jane Pendergast will lead the review and revision of the Charter; changes will be voted upon in the next election.

10. Breakout Groups (6:15-6:30pm)

a. JSM 2005 Roundtable Lunch Discussion and Session topics (Shirlene Pearson)

i. statistical consulting in academic environments (consulting centers, services to colleagues, etc)  

ii. clinical research organizations (CROs)

iii. consulting issues in complimentary and alternative medicine

iv. business issues in consulting (legal, accounting, copyright, etc)

v. dealing with NIH budgeting and budget cuts

vi. learning styles 

b. Business side of consulting (Naomi Robbins) – errors and omissions (E&O) insurance rather than getting info about group E&O insurance, we should tell our members about the National Association of the Self Employed (www.nase.org) which has the best rates.

c. Additional member services outside JSM (Susan Devlin)

i. methodology/tools

ii. tapes, handouts, distance learning, ASA CE, web seminars

iii. networking – web-based chat room

iv. list of consultants or list of clients

v. conference call lunchtime roundtables – 1st 10 email respondents get onto conference call and the Section pays for setup

vi. insurance (health, liability)

11. Door prizes were distributed in a drawing (see attached list of sponsors) with Andy Mauromoustakos having his name drawn first.

12. Adjournment at 7pm

Attendees included:
	Elaine Allen
	Brenda Gaydos
	Keith Muller

	Laura Bond
	James Grady
	Todd Nick

	John Burkart
	Chris Gullion
	Shirlene Pearson

	Jim Colaianne
	Tzu-Cheg Kao
	Jane Pendergast

	Loveday Conquest
	Anamaria Kazanis
	Naomi Robbins

	Susan Devlin
	Chuck Kincaid
	Matilde Sanchez

	Arthur Dryver
	Uwe Koehn
	Mike Sutherland

	Harold Dyck
	Tom Loughin
	Stacie Taylor

	Dennis Eggett
	George McCabe
	Daniel Thorpe

	Barbara Foster
	Barbara Mann
	Ron Wasserstein

	Jim Frane
	Andy Mauromoustakos
	Akbar Zaidi

	Stuart Gansky
	Tim Max
	William Zhang


Door Prize Donors:

	Addison-Wesley
	ASA-SIAM Book Series
	Blackwell Publishing

	Cambridge University Press
	CRC Press
	Cytel

	Data-Xiom
	Design Science
	Duxbury Press

	Elsevier
	Freeman Publishers
	Insightful

	John Wiley & Sons
	McGraw-Hill
	MacKichan Software

	Marcel Dekker
	Minitab
	Oxford Press

	Prentice-Hall
	Resampling Stats
	Sage

	SAS Publishing
	Springer-Verlag
	SPSS

	Stat-Ease
	StatSoft
	Statistical Solutions

	StatPoint, LLC / StatGraphics
	Systat
	


